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Local group assisting terminally ill patients in Sub-Saharan Africa

CITY/STATE –– People in Sub-Saharan Africa who are terminally ill with afflictions like AIDS are receiving practical help from CHURCH/ORGANIZATION/GROUP  NAME in CITY.

CHURCH/ORGANIZATION/GROUP NAME has joined a multitude of other congregations across the United States in sending In-Home Care Kits, five-gallon plastic buckets that contain a wide range of everyday supplies needed by a caregiver – from lotions, toothbrushes and vitamins to bedding, soap and socks. 
INSERT QUOTE FROM CHURCH/ORGANIZATION/GROUP LEADER about (1) reason for participating, (2) feelings about helping people in need, and/or (3) how the church benefitted from participating.

In 2008, a total of 1,378 kits were packed by congregations in three states as part of a pilot project through Baptist Global Response, a Southern Baptist relief and development organization (gobgr.org). Those kits were delivered to the Baptist Fellowship of Zambia's human needs program and to Tabitha Ministries, an outreach that provides care to more than 1,300 HIV-positive children in a district of South Africa that has the highest per capita rate of HIV-positive individuals in the world. Earlier this year, workers at Tabitha Ministries reported they were seeing 85 to 105 people die each week.

Each kit costs $100 or less to prepare. A goal of 5,000 kits has been set for 2009.

The items are a tremendous help to families that must care for terminally ill relatives at home because access to health care is so limited, said Mark Hatfield, Baptist Global Response's area director for Sub-Saharan Africa. And although there are more than 22.5 million adults and children in Sub-Saharan Africa who are living with the HIV virus, the need extends beyond those families. Thousands of people in the region die at home each year from sicknesses like cancer, tuberculosis, malaria, and other life-ending diseases. In-home care is all the care they will receive. 

“The use of these items by caregivers show the love and compassion Jesus Christ has for the terminally ill,” said CHURCH/ORGANIZATION/GROUP LEADER NAME. “We pray that this demonstration of loving concern will help ease suffering."
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Individuals or congregations interested in participating in the In-Home Care Kit project, may contact Baptist Global Response at BGRbuckets@gobgr.org.
